
Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

Thursday, May 31, 2018 Special Meeting 4:00 PM 

       John Weichsel Municipal Center- Technology Training Room- 196 No. Main St.    

                                                  Southington  

Minutes 

 

 

Members Present: All members were present with the exception of Mr. Riccio, Mr. 

Pocock and Mr. Borowy.  Also in attendance was David Lavallee, Assistant Town 

Planner/Environmental Land Use Planner.  

 

Chair Miceli called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM 

 

The first item on the agenda was approval of the Regular Meeting Minutes of 4/26/18; 

the minutes were approved upon a motion by Mr. Berkmoes, second by Mr. Guarino with 

all in favor; Mr. Barry abstained. 

 

Chair Miceli introduced a discussion item of volunteer efforts/maintenance plans for 

Open Space parcels.  Chair Miceli had reached out to Annette Turnquist, Town Engineer 

(manager overseeing the Highway/Parks Dept.) to see what opportunities there are for 

volunteer work on town park/open space holdings.  A list was provided that included 

work at Centennial Park, Crescent Lake, Panthorn Park, and general park/trails clean up. 

Work includes painting of benches and picnic tables, repainting trail markers, brush 

cutting, and refurbishing of bridges (Panthorn).  Mr. Lavallee also came up with similar 

work including potential bridges on our Crescent and Novick parcels.  Southington 

Rotary and Southington Land Trust recently hosted clean-ups throughout town.  Miss 

Miceli will create a list of opportunities for listed work and distribute to appropriate town 

departments whom regularly have inquiries regarding such. 

 

The next trail clean up hosted by the Open Space Committee will be at the Korin Open 

Space off of Copper Ridge and should take place mid-Summer.  

 

As requested at the last meeting, Mr. Berkmoes was updated on the Curtiss Property off 

of South End Road.  Historically, brush was cleared at certain points around the pond to 

allow ease of fishing.  Two spots are still accessible.  A request will be made to the 

Highway/Parks Dept. to try and restore a few more areas, particularly along the Southern 

end of the pond.  Staff will take a look at the overall health of the waterbody as well. 

 

Chair Miceli had asked about the farming use on the Upson Place parcel; Mr. Lavallee 

was not sure if it would be used this year or not.  An attempt was made to contact the 

Farm Heritage Committee and he is awaiting a response.  There appears to be interest in 

returning the site to a passive use without a long term crop/farming agreement.  The 

Chair will reach out to the FHC. 

 

Mr. Lavallee reported that he was approached by a Mr. Owen McLaughlin, Agricultural 

Instructor at SHS.  Mr. McLaughlin had his students make 9 Blue Bird nesting boxes and 



would like to place them at Novick’s, Griffin, and Brandenburg Open Space Parcels. 

Everyone agreed this is a good idea and perhaps a maintenance or monitoring element of 

the project could be added.  Additionally, since Mr. McLaughlin is a registered 

Landscape Architect, perhaps he could help out with the pollinator garden at Novick’s if 

our grant request is successful.  Chair Miceli pointed out that we encourage partnerships 

through the Committee’s role of highlighting and improving our open space holdings.   

Mr. Lavallee will reach out.  

 

Mr. Lavallee stated that he will be attending an event this Sunday at the Quinnipiac River 

Watershed Association headquarters in Meriden from 9-1.  The purpose is to celebrate 

trails day and highlight the new Quinnipiac River Trail.  A canoe tour of the river will be 

offered. 

 

The final item was an Executive Session to discuss real estate matters; a motion to 

convene was made by Mr. Berkmoes, second by Mr. Guarino with all in favor at 4:20 

pm.  

 

Executive Session adjourned at 4:35 pm whereupon the regular portion of the meeting 

continued.  

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Barry, second by Mr. Berkmoes with all 

in favor at 4:36 pm.  

 

 

 


